Recent developments in the chemotherapeutic options for nonsmall cell lung cancer.
Lung cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer deaths in the developed world. It is grossly divided into small cell and nonsmall cell types. Depending on the stage at diagnosis, the principal means of treating nonsmall cell lung cancer are surgery, chemotherapy and/or radiotherapy. However, even when it is diagnosed at an early stage, the progression-free and overall survival rates have been disappointing compared with other cancers. In recent years, there have been a number of developments in the chemotherapeutic options for nonsmall cell lung cancer. The aim of this review is to summarize these developments, in a stage-specific manner, with respect to both standard chemotherapy and also the newer targeted therapies.